
If you want naturally powered ac-

tivities to be the centerpiece of

your next vacation, you’ll find

Estes Park particularly appealing.

In fact, the human-powered fun

found here can consume more days

of rejuvenating vacation time than

most people imagine possible.

Extremely easy to extremely diffi-

cult hikes are everywhere you

look. Trails offer unbelievable

grandeur or solitude, depending

on the route you choose.

Those who enjoy fly fishing can

hook one of several species of

trout: brown, rainbow, brook and

cutthroat, although the greenback

cutthroat trout is limited to catch-

and-release areas. Your best bet

for expert advice: area sports

shops, including those offering

guided fishing tours.

Experts in climbing and moun-

taineering consider this one of the

most prestigious areas in the na-

tion. The Lumpy Ridge cliffs are a

rock climber’s paradise. However,

check with National Park officials

about the timing of your climb. The

craggy walls that climbers find ap-

pealing also provide perfect nest-

ing areas for birds of prey.

For other fun, check out our list of

Favorite Things To Do beginning

on page 16.

THINGS TO DO
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Long’s Peak, the area’s 14,259 ft. peak, is
seen throughout the Estes Valley. This is

a favored view from Devils Gulch Road.

© Eric Rose



We are a full pro-line fly shop offering
guided Fly Fishing Trips. Everyone Welcome!
� Rental Gear
� Top brand fly fishing, backpacking & outdoor clothing.

Guided Fly Fishing in Rocky Mountain National Park

877.669.1859 • 970.577.0790 • www.kirksflyshop.com • Visit our store at 230 E. Elkhorn Ave. just down from the D.Q.

Backpack, Llama Pack, Day Hike in Rocky Mountain National Park

We can completely outfit you for
your backcountry experience!

WE OFFER:
� Guided Day Hikes
� Guided Backpacking
� Guided Llama Packing
� Guided Horseback Flyfishing Trips
� Guided Fly Fishing Trips
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Looking for man-made fun? There are mini-amusement parks with
bumper boats and cars, miniature golf and go karts. A ride on the Aerial Tramway to the top of 9,000 ft.

Prospect Mountain is a thrill. The Lake Estes Marina rents boats, bikes, paddle boats, kayaks and more for

experiences the whole family can enjoy. Other ideas? Take a jeep tour. Catch a trout in a guaranteed catch

pond. Go rafting. Be mesmerized by a ghost story. Enjoy a horse drawn wagon or carriage ride. Cool off with

a swim. There’s definitely more to do here than a couple of days’ time allows. Consider staying a full week.

© James Frank
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1. Visit Rocky Mountain National Park

Visitors rank visiting the National Park as their

top rated activity. In fact, in 2010 Trip Advisor

named Rocky Mountain National Park the #1 Out-

door and Adventure Destination in the U.S. With

its expansive views, snowcapped peaks and

forested land, it is one of the primary reasons for

visiting the Estes Park area. This is a National

Park that is a wild preserve where people – in

their own special ways – experience nature in all

its splendor.

2. Sightseeing

Our beautiful mountain area begs to be inves-

tigated. Explore Hermit Park, 1,362 acres of

pristine open space property. In Hermit Park

you’ll find trails and camping spots, all in an

area where you can bring the family pet. Or

take Old Fall River Road (open July through

fall) to the Alpine Visitors Center where it con-

verges with Trail Ridge Road. Another special

trip is to Bear Lake, where some say they find

the most magnificent scenery in the National

Park. Glen Haven is an unincorporated town

seven miles northeast of Estes Park via Devils

Gulch Road. Allenspark is about 15 miles south

of the village, reached by driving the Peak to

Peak Scenic Byway. On your way to Allenspark

be sure to stop at Wild Basin, a unique valley

with three of the National Park’s most acces-

sible waterfalls: Copeland Falls, Calypso Cas-

cades and Ouzel Falls. Bear Lake Road and the

route to Wild Basin are open all year.

3. Wildlife Watching

Contributing to the wonderment of Estes Park are

the many wildlife inhabitants. The time of year you

visit contributes to the types of animals you’ll see,

but nearly everyone gets to view a special species

while here.

The area is best known for big game species. Elk,

bighorn sheep and mule deer are the most widely

viewed. The elk live in forest and forest-edge habi-

tat, and feed on grasses, plants, leaves and tree

bark. All year, but especially from autumn through

spring, they roam streets and yards throughout

the village. In Estes Park a traffic jam is sitting in

your car in the morning with a cup of coffee in

hand, waiting for an elk to cross the road.

FAVORITE THINGS TO DO

© James Frank
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• Boat Rentals
• Bike Rentals
• Picnicking
• Volleyball
• Horseshoes
• Group Pavilion
• Beach Area
• Fishing Licenses
• Bait & Tackle
• Snacks

P.O. Box 1379 • 690 Big Thompson Ave.
www.estesvalleyrecreation.com

970-586-8191

ESTES VALLEY
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT

Lake Estes Marina

Estes Park
Aquatic Center
660 Community Drive
970-586-2340

970-586-2011 • 1770 Big Thompson Avenue

Estes Park
Golf Courses
18-Hole:
Hwy 7 & Golf Course Rd.
970-586-8146
• Full Practice Facility • Pro Shop
• Full-Service Restaurant

• Open &
Lap Swim

• Showers
• Diving Board

9-Hole:
690 Big Thompson Avenue
970-586-8176
• Pro Shop • Snack Bar
• Putting Green

• Water Aerobics
• Rope Swing
• Swim Lessons

THINGS TO DO

SSADDLEADDLE UUPP!!

Top Quality Operation for over 30 Years...
Ride our scenic, secluded trails into Rocky Mountain National
Park. Hour, 2-hour or full day trips. Pony rides for little ones.

Your choice of two great locations...
COWPOKE NATIONAL PARK

CORNER CORRAL GATEWAY STABLES
Hwy 66 at Glacier Lodge Hwy 34 at RMNP* entrance
970-586-5890 970-586-5269

www.cowpokecornercorral.com www.nationalparkgatewaystables.com
Discover, MasterCard, Visa

View RockyMountainNationalPark.com

Calendar • Camping • Fishing • Hiking
Lodging • Maps • Pictures • Scenic

Drives • Twitter Posts • Weather
Webcams • What To Do • Wildlife

www.ShopRMA.com

www.rideakart.com
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Noticing a newborn elk calf still sporting spots in

May is a marvel yet the prime elk-viewing period

comes from early September through October

when amorous bulls vie for female attention dur-

ing the annual rut (mating season).

Bighorn sheep are found climbing the steep rock

and canyon walls and many times deer can be

seen with them, grazing side-by-side.

Birders find the area enticing, particularly in

spring and summer months when migratory birds

such as thrushes, finches, warblers, bluebirds and

hummingbirds visit. Rocky Mountain National

Park is designated a global Important Bird Area

where over 280 bird species have been counted.

Other creatures like marmots, beaver and chip-

munks scamper in and out of rocks while bears,

mountain lions and coyotes are much more elusive.

4. Hikes and Walks for All Ages and Abilities

Rocky Mountain National Park has over 350

miles of hiking trails ranging from paved paths

for beginners to strenuous trails for experts and

everything in between. The accessible glacier

lakes in the National Park are most popular and

family friendly.

Some visitors set their sights on reaching the

14,259 foot summit of Longs Peak. If that’s your

goal, make certain you’re prepared for a 16-mile

round trip non-technical hike (generally mid-July

through early-September). Bring extra clothing,

food and water; begin your trip early, way before

dawn, so you can be back in the car in case af-

ternoon rain and thunderstorms strike.

Other National Park hikes include easy routes

around Bear Lake, Sprague Lake and Lily Lake.

Or take the short trek to Cub Lake, a hike that’s

short and especially delightful for families.

Within the village of Estes Park there are nearly

eight miles of paved, generally level pathways

allowing everything from strollers to canes to

power walking.

FAVORITE THINGS TO DO
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� 6 P.M. Full Course Dinner � Two Hour Show
� Top Notch Entertainment � Reservations Required

970-586-7328 � www.elkmeadowrv.com
Elk Meadow Lodge � 1665 CO Hwy 66

• Beginner to Advanced
Horseback Riding

• One Hour to Full Day
Rides in RMNP* & at
the Historic Homestead
Meadows

• Horse Drawn Sleigh &
Wagon Rides.

• Fun BBQ’s &
Cowboy Suppers

6120 Hwy 7, Estes Park

“Best Place To Ride A Horse” &
“Best Way To See The Fall Colors”

-Westword Magazine

www.aspenlodge.net • 800.332.MTNS (6867)

800-794-7857 • 970-577-0202www.trouthavenranch.com • 810MoraineAve.

Fishing equipment and assistance free of charge,
no license required – you pay only for what you
catch. We will clean and pack your fish for you.

1.5 mi. west of downtown Estes Park

Your family fishing and
vacation headquarters.

Open 9 AM – 5 PM daily
mid-May – Sept.

Two18 Hole
Mini Golf Courses
Two Giant Slides
Bumper Cars
Bumper Boats
Go Karts
Bungee Jump

970.586.2828 | www.funcityofestes.com

www.epbrewery.net

www.MountainWhitewaterDescents.com

www.stanleyhotel.com
www.facebook.com/stanleyhotel
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FAVORITE THINGS TO DO
5. Adventures

Fly fishing is always a top pick. Learn the best

spots to cast your line by scouting on your own,

or hire a guide. Or, drop your line at a commercial

trout pond where you can snag a guaranteed

catch. Biking is a perennial favorite. Whether out

for a leisure ride or more active downhill and off

road tours, there’s a two-wheeler waiting for you

to rent. For many, a vacation would be incomplete

without swinging a club. Two of the most scenic

golf courses in Colorado are perfect for your

round. Another top favorite is seeing the area

while horseback riding. Choose from short rides

to half-day excursions or evening steak ride.

© James Frank

www.ShopRMA.com
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Traveling with children? Estes Park is ideal. There’s no need to curb the
enthusiasm of a boisterous 12-year-old taking a rock climbing lesson, especially when the entire family partici-

pates. Horseback rides allow a unique adventure all can enjoy. Seasonally there are surrey bikes (bicycles built

for two with side-by-side pedals) for trips around Lake Estes, bike tours, an aerial tramway ride, miniature golf,

easy hikes, rafting, family concerts, picnics and cowboy sing-a-longs. For the smaller ones there are playgrounds,

library story hours and a sandy beach at Lake Estes just perfect for shovels and pails.

Open from 8am to 9pm all year. 2050 Big Thompson Ave.
866.303.6548 • 970.586.6548 • www.EstesParkMountainShop.com

BICYCLES
• Sales
• Rentals
• Repair

CLIMBING
• Lessons
• Indoor Gym
• Gear & Rentals

FISHING
• Tackle
• Licenses
• Guided Trips

WINTER
• Ski, Sled &

Snowshoe Rentals
• Snowshoes &

Snowshoe Tours

Save Up To
80% on

Top Brands

© James Frank © James Frank © James Frank



Rocky Mountain Adventures-Fishing
Learn to fish or schedule a guided outing.
Offering a variety of classes and trips in the
Estes Park area. Colorado fly-fishing at its best.
380 E. Elkhorn Ave.
(800) 858-6808 • (970) 586-6191
www.ShopRMA.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Rocky Mountain Adventures-Rafting
Beginning to advanced half and full day
trips available. Offering the closest rafting
to Estes Park.
380 E. Elkhorn Ave.
(800) 858-6808 • (970) 586-6191
www.ShopRMA.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 20

Rocky Mountain National Park
Open 24 hours a day every day all year. Check
for up-to-the-minute info on trails, road condi-
tions, camping, ranger programs & more.
Four miles West of Estes Park
(970) 586-1206
www.nps.gov/romo

RockyMountainNationalPark.com
Surf this site for spectacular pictures, hiking
guide, scenic drives & calendar! Find out what
to do in the Park & surrounding area.
Visit@RockyMountainNationalPark.com
www.RockyMountainNationalPark.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Snowy Peaks Winery
Handcrafted wines from Estes Park, CO. Our
family-friendly tasting room features boutique
wines, cheeses, foods, & more, all made in CO.
292 Moraine Ave.
(970) 586-2099
www.snowypeakswinery.com

Stanley Hotel-Historic Ghost Tours
Explore the history and hauntings of the world
famous Stanley Hotel. Tours 10am-5pm; 90 min
$15/person. Reservations recommended.
333 East Wonderview Avenue
(970) 577-4110
www.stanleyhotel.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 19, 27, 37 & 49

Trout Haven Ranch Trout Pond
Your family fishing & vacation headquarters. No
license required. We provide the equipment for free
&clean&packyour fish.Payonly forwhatyoucatch!
810 Moraine Ave.
(800) 794-7857 • (970) 577-0202
www.trouthavenranch.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 19 & 58

Yellow Wood Guiding
Year Round, Private Customized Photo Safari &
Wildlife Tours of Rocky Mountain National Park.
1-4 Guests, Resort Pickup, Half & Full Day Safaris.
241 B Courtney Lane
(303) 775-5484
www.YWGuiding.com

THINGS TO DO
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A1 Wildwater Rafting
Rafting from mild to wild! Greatest variety of
rafting trips and times. Poudre River, Clear Creek,
Colorado & the N. Platte. Celebrating 30 years.
215 Park Lane
(970) 586-4461 • (800) 369-4165
www.A1wildwater.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 22

Aerial Tramway
Start your vacation with a tram ride to the top
of Prospect Mountain. Observation deck with
panoramic views. Gift shop, snacks, hiking trails.
420 E. Riverside Dr.
(970) 586-3675
www.estestram.com

Aspen Lodge
Activities: Beginning to Advanced Horseback
Riding, Biking, Hiking, Rope Course, Snowshoe-
ing, and many more! Guides Available.
6120 Hwy 7
(800) 332-6867 • (970) 586-8133
www.AspenLodge.net
SEE AD ON PAGE 19, 26 & 49

Barleen’s Rocky Mountain Opry
2-hr stage show. High energy performance. This
8-piece group features a variety of music & instru-
mentation. Fun for the entire family. July – Sept.
900 Moraine Ave.
(970) 577-8000
www.RockyMountainOpry.com

Cascade Creek Mini-Golf & Ride-A-Kart
Family fun for everyone. 8 attractions & rides,
2 mini golf courses. 1 mile East of Visitors
Center on Hwy 34. Celebrating over 50 years!
2250 Big Thompson Ave.
(970) 586-6495
www.rideakart.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Cowpoke Corner Corral
Located at the edge of Roosevelt National Forest.
Rides from 1 hr. to all day on beautiful mountain
trails. Personalized attention & fun for all ages.
2166 Hwy. 66
(970) 586-5890
www.cowpokecornercorral.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Elk Meadow - Dinner & Show
Full course delicious chuck wagon dinner along
with top notch entertainment build special mem-
ories for the entire family. Reservations please.
1665 Colorado Hwy 66
(970) 586-5342 • (800) 582-5342
www.ElkMeadowRV.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 19 & 56

Estes Park Aquatic Center
Estes Park’s only public Indoor swimming pool.
Open and lap swim times. Showers, rope
swing, diving board, kids pool. Call for times.
660 Community Dr.
(970) 586-2340
www.estesvalleyrecreation.com/aquatic.html
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Estes Park Golf Courses
2 Beautiful Courses: Par 71 reg. 18-hole golf course
or 9-hole executive course on Lake Estes. Spec-
tacular mtn. views & elk watching. Open all year.
18-Hole: Hwy 7 & Golf Course Rd. (970) 586-8146
9-Hole: 690 Big Thompson Ave. (970) 586-8176
www.GolfEstes.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Estes Park Brewery
Estes Park’s only brew pub. Offering a full menu
including dinner. Free tasting bar, pool tables, big
screen TV & video games. Parties welcome.
470 Prospect Village Dr.
(970) 586-5421
www.epbrewery.net
SEE AD ON PAGE 19

*RMNP = Rocky Mountain National Park • All locations are in Estes Park, 80517 unless otherwise noted.

Celebrating
30 Years

Greatest
variety of trips

and times.
Poudre, Clear Creek,

North Platte
and Colorado Rivers

215 Park Lane
970.586.4461 • 800.369.4165

��
���

Estes Park Mountain Shop
Guided adventure trips & huge outdoor sporting
goods store. Rock Climbing, Hiking, Snowshoeing,
Fly Fishing, Biking, Indoor Climbing Gym, Rentals.
2050 Big Thompson Ave.
(970) 586-6548 • (866) 303-6548
www.EstesParkMountainShop.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 21

Fun City
Mini-golf, go-karts, two giant slides, bumper
cars & bumper boats, bungee jump. Located
on Moraine Avenue. Let us make you smile!
455 Prospect Village Dr.
(970) 586-2828
www.funcityofestes.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 19

Hermit Park
1,362 acres of pristine open space just east of
Estes Park on U.S. Hwy. 36. Camping, hiking and
group gatherings.
17 Hermit Park Road
(800) 397-7795 • (970)577-2090
www.larimercamping.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 54

Kirks Flyshop & Mountain Adventures
Year round, full service family owned & operated
flyfishing & outdoor shop. Guided hikes, back-
packing, llama packing & horseback/flyfish trips.
230 E. Elkhorn Ave.
(877) 669-1859 • (970) 577-0790
www.KirksFlyShop.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 15

Lake Estes Marina
Boat rentals from kayaks to pontoons. Bike
rentals from mtn. bikes to 4-wheeled pedal
karts. Also fishing licenses & supplies.
1770 Big Thompson Ave.
(970) 586-2011
www.estesvalleyrecreation.com/marina.html
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Mountain Whitewater Descents
Come and Raft on Colorado’s only “Wild &
Scenic River”. 1-2 day or 1/2 day. Class III &
IV. Our Guides Make the Difference!
2050 Big Thompson Ave.
(970) 419-0917 • (888) 855-8874
www.MountainWhitewaterDescents.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 19

National Park Gateway Stables
Located at the Fall River entrance to RMNP*.
Horseback rides from 2 hrs. to all day in
beautiful RMNP*. Family fun for everyone.
4600 Fall River Rd.
(970) 586-5269
www.nationalparkgatewaystables.com
SEE AD ON PAGE 17

Rapid Transit Rafting
Estes Park’s only hometown rafting company:
family whitewater trips. TRANSPORTATION FROM
ESTES PARK on every trip-every day since 1983.
161 Virginia Dr.
(800) 367-8523 • (970) 577-RAFT
www.rapidtransitrafting.com

A1wildwater.com




